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CcJr·~ .. ier' oper·ations :1.n 5~u~d:h 
China Sea OPAREA 

Carrier ooeratior's 
China S:<W, (JP;\ REA 

Carrier operations en~O~!t0 
Hong K(Jng 

(~f'!""~ier ope¥1ation~3 r.~r·i~-~-o:.d~G 
Subic 8<lli · 

Ca~~)ier oper·ations \n Sat!~:h 
China Sea OPM.!EA 

C a 1-'''t'~ :i.e;-< op~HR,c: t. i c n:::..: ono''0J_,l ·;:.~:: 
Vo~ulstdt:i~ 

Carrier operations ~n SG~ ~f 
Jap~n 5nct tr2nsit SIAbi~~ Bey 

Carrier op~ratioris ~n Sou~!­
China St?..;:J ()Pfi.RE/\ 



Flyofi to NAS Miramar 

Squadron moves to NAS MiraH~ar· 

Squad~'On CFu~nge ol fotntlldfld 
at NAS Ni!·~am.sH'"' 

/..l.ir~craft triHlsfer te \Jf'lft4·--·l 
COEilp.l~ted 
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FJ:Gi11'ER £t~~ADR'N TW~ ~NE Tl·IREE 
:~"'1S.S -•o 19?~ 

fig~~ter S!tU20TDn T!;l·~ nNE 'i'HREE 0 s distinqiJiS~2d ~iistorv 
[:.;~:;:Qar1 Dn 22· JL~rle 1~:~55 t•.Jhen the sr.~!.ll'!}·cir:·on l!!(:1S ~nmriii,;{:;~ici·JB:J ci:: 
NAS Moffet Fielclo T~6e now famous "Slack Lion'' 1nsigni2 ~o~·1 
sis~~in~1 of c~ 1i'c/i'1 suf'f:'iOL{nt.J.ng the rt:onstel:lation t~ei:J .:;~~c1inst. 
t~i!&. dar"k. n i_-9h~~1skyr lti&s (;::§·1osen to dt-1pi~t:t. -~-~~·te •::;oi.AC",::;ge ;;:.,~!-:: .. : t:.~n·-· 
-~-11"~~~·-\f r<~t:;!·'('::~·:~·~:-:>·~~1;,' -;-p Oet··,(:..-·r,·~ir. ~--~"\'...-_, ~C'l•·a•P~"''Oil!'"r~.;:: il"\i.;:~c;:·J.--,,.1 'f" ·h!-,•r. c,.~,=-···>-....... ,. •·~~·-··"-""··~Qo ~ ,,,o.J ," o II ~.}u • """''G: -'1"" "-'J\; ._, ·~;:J;.,_. .. ;t. •. <:.' l_,,,i;:; •.:;i\ 

~iro11msnt in -0tti we wo!~1,o Assigne~ the _dual end demandi~g 
~l'li£sicnsl of ·h:t."g-t:~_;, ·all, ~·-Jt:-::athJ:1r' ai~~ ~efensr::: csrld spez::~e;;:{_ !_l]G~.~pon~.: 
jeli~e~y~ ti12 s~uadrorl was initially e~uippe~ wit}l t~:s M; 
t1or·;ne1 f"-'2H3 BAf\\SHEE, 

l:."cd.}D~:inc1 ,:;,;1 8!~tensi%f8 ti"'aining pe!"iod't iJ 1·.0: 8J_:J;Cl< t t 1'~N~ 
,joinod hir !di~g l'WEl.VE and departed for the FaY' Eest on 
boe~d JSS 8GN H~MNE R~C!iARD {CVA-31} in e~rly AugtJSt 1956~ 
:;t--,·cn·"t1v ,3fte~--. thc-:;Lr \--.G·i:,uf"n ·~c"om a ·~.tEH'V Sul_:~<:essfu·L ,~:r·~-~i~:;::~- .. 
the 8~-~CK LT~Ns becatne one of the first Navy sqwad~ons tn 
~~ase21'2 f=4D SKYRAV·· This aircraft~ theri t~~e ruBvy~s 
li11est all-weathe;~ interceptor1 was a radical change f;~o~l 
t~~2 BANSHEE both in serfor'il:an~e and elcternal appearancea 
~t t~lG t~.me of its lr1t;~odu~tion to the fl~et~ the F·-~D was 
~~-e ~~olde~~ of sevet~a~ ~;orld speed and ~:limb r·e~ords~ 

Ur:._~plc-:u5_r·:g t:;shodl~c~ -~s:s LEx-rr)JGT"\'•3 -f.(\ifj"··lb} .. the BLJ:.(:l< 
"?') f:omm9!1Ced the fi~st of twa WESTPAC cruis0s witt1 the 
~ro~d· 51 Their· return from the far East in febf'1Jarv J~bO 
ma~··kGd ~Me last opa?·~~tional deployment of the SK~'~A~: to 
:c. ~1 e ? ~; fi' E: {:: :s ·~ . ..-. 

q,,:lt::. 2<:~,:,_r . .st r·:off1~t l.:.'ield~, \lf-=21.] ·st-: . .spped tbG f'·--·!-~1) 
fo~· the M::Donnel' ;~~--3~~ ~EM~N ir1 Mar'Ch 1960n 8j Novembe~ 
l9bO~ !t!lly ~om~at :~8 w1th their new aircv·aft·: the BLACK 
LIONS !)O~I'ded tMe u~S HANC~CK iCVA-19} for thai~ fourth cle­
~llo~~\er~t ~.n as ru0!~Y ~e~rs= RetLirning ir1 Jwne 2961, t~e 
3q~J:~•dr·-:-)L l.\!;~;s :':!:-· •. ;.{t ·;~u ~:,~p,·s f1i!''CHna~l'"· tJJhich tl}aS d~s·~:.:i.n~~d to 
iJe;::o~~;(;;; ''!·::'i~;;hi:t::r· 'i'(!:_,;,i--~-~~ ; .. .1er~1?. of aJ.1 r't4JRPA(n fi9hte:l-, air··c::!··~"'"Jf~> 

~?s~~R ~~~~~~s 1-~~:~~t!~i~~s w~~~~t=~~~~:,a~~=~!!~~~~e~~~~~!~ 
~q~Jczs~-~··1~ In 0ctotJer of t;1at year~ with less than tar~ ~iir-· 
':raft aboa~~d~ the sqt:a~~~·'on flew ovGr· bOO hours~ A ~~~i.ssile 
~hi)Ct~ at Point M~igu tl~~ following mont!1 establis!·,ed a naw 
• 1 t-·t.~:.f- ~~-"~,-;, -: !n ~·~ ~(,_~r:. ,,;~'nt~;· -,~·....._,_.., sr"t 1 ;;.....;, .. ,~1-. .,..,-, .. of·il·i~."Jp-"···· ~. -··~ '~·-· .. ·• '· .· •\.!! .. <.-••~•Wl ._. • :·,. "'--"~,·-·•:...-,·~oj'~ 

\Jtii~·.:, \-}~\£.:(Li.:~ ,·":::·-~ hv f~~,:.:,~~---,:-.l.c.-:'.q:·,-:,-,:,_:ion :i.n t\-v:'! Uni 
<;:.jp·-~;lj;''·::; enc~;-·::;\ti~:;'":;;; :~:·~ i·.~.d:'}~;. P!"iO~"- to til~::.::~;·' 

The.::.: dopJ.oyment 
St D t. t::s :l. nit.)..::.' 



. ";' .. -·- ·. 
,. ;,, ---· !.-.:_,_,,,; ;:.:.: ·L;·H~~ ?,,.)~ ~;)Hf.d~T(d·! shoi··~~ly ~j i' ·~:(~;;' r·s .. ~ t~.IH"'n~.!lg co ~·liroma~·· ~ The squadron t\las assigned a u.niquG version of tf1e P11ANTOM~ th2 f·-4G~ contajning data lihk equ1.p·~ ;·]0:"~'1')• .-s·~~~{~•·>j•j•h-le,~ ;r.:+-!··j Sl">i...._f_...,.-,=.)Y'd 'n'd 'l'rt..•t"!r'r'Jr~ .,..,_.•~!.r-'i 1'>·)'-- . 

d .. -•• ,;_. l-·-),;·,, ... c..~ _, ··-~,_,_ .>:.~. ,_.., -· •~·(·"'"··~.'lc. ...... c~ , c. i~-~ .. 3 •• ...::; ,~.:~t-L.;.,,.c!~ J!..:;,Lc_;; SystRfi!S~ A1'! oighte?~n montt1 training and evaluati.or\ per·i.od fi)J.Jow(:!rJ dt-:~"'5.ng \.·..thich th{i! BLACK LIONS pioneer"ed and stan-­dardized mu~t' of the Taciical Data System operati:)ns in use ~:ocJay.. Thi·~ 8L.£\Ct< LI!)NS' f'i!"'st daployment in PHAl~JTot·-~s., VJh:ict1 ,~:(.HfH!H?ncr;:;d j, n Novembc:n·' l '1b5 aboar·d USS KITTY H.lU1Jf( { CVA ~'c.3J ·: was a cot~bat depJ.oyment in the Gulf of Tor1kin- Ir~ addition to ~antinued oper·atianal evaluation of the 1'actical Data ~:v~'c~~l~s-. t:1~:: sqvach-•on acc:--.l.H2d another nr:irst" in thf.': c:va·,, ltA~tion of the Approach Po~er Compensator Systen1 w~1lJ.e SLtp-­portil19 United States commitments ir1 North and Sout~~ VietnatF· is dGployiiiGnt Jn~rked the first utilization of t~,e F·~·4 as a c~Jnven§:.ton,~I bo!i~ber··~ a t~ole Mhi(.:h 1:-Jas d8sti~""18d ~:t; ;·l:.~tJ··.~ t~:e PHAN1:0M as the nu~nber one aircraft ir~ t}ls Navy, Air For~G 0rld ~lar~ne ir!VGntor·y~ Returning on June lR~ 1966~ the !JLAC( LIGNS tradsd their F-4GGs for the lastsst F···4B~~-, ~gain eqwippGd with specialized electronic;.gear· which re~ qt~i~ed combat operation~l evaluation~ 

Mirl~ay tf1rough tf1eir short turnaround training period, -(:· .. 1,·l.(~ .• •.· f.·::,·,' •• ,ii .. i',·.~.. ;';:,jt:' f'-)''tf""J-I•c'..Jt·~ !')''" r-~v·of·j Ci '~l'l~'l c"\1"' a..-~~();,1~;1·~ r,;;h,·<1r.!t'l:·,:· 
~ -"' > ',, \ •,:} -~l""-••' /o .• o,.\ :::; )-'! , •• '-•'Ooo '-,; ;~ \,..) -....~~-·- ~~Y·"-•""•·<• o;<,, ....... ~ ~~ars rscognlzad by the re~eipt of the Chief of N2val Oper·-· ations Safet\' Award. !rl November l9b6 we were abo~rd USS ~:r·r·r·i HAWK ;0:~ain hsading for what was now a ~hatn war in the Gt!lf of ~ankin. Noi:a~le amoU11g the many accolJplishlnunts ~el,~ !~he destructiG~l of a North Vietnamese fi(oltR ais~craft-1 ~he st!~ikes agair1st Ha\phnng~ Han6i, Van Dien~ Than Hoa and 1; f5r·st United State~ Strike against ths Mig base at K~pm 

~.ate June l9b'7 ¥ound the BLACK LIONS ~ack at Miran1ar , ~0dying themselves for their third consec~iive combat (_-:r~~,d.:st~; in lG:ss th-En-J t\i.JC yGtH"•s ~ J)espite he._avy t::pl'i:H"ating :';';>::>edulc~$ and ~ho~'~t tvr·nar'ound periods, tl·{e out~;tandinf~ read~.ness of ths BLACK LIONS was amply evidenced by the ('~5~7 ;-·rac.l':::;.\:e~d r.-~:.lr~ing th\:: /i,d~Ji:J.nistrat:~ve/Matt:.r·ial inspect5,ori e:Oi'Jduct8cl j~st prior· tn dcploymentD The second cor1secuti\r0 ··:h~s~ of N3va1 sration!; Safety At•ard preserlted to the BLh~{ LID!~~ ~·efls~~:ed th2 spirit ancj competencs EJf tl10 

:1---~~i'::>'J.<.~l~J :;:~:;n n:;_:a Il'": ~:.JtJvz;:tnbe~·~ l~-1b7-~ th8 B~m/\(1< LI1)f\~~; ;,y··-·w·l2t{ Cln th8 1_i•1G thE! 23r~j Of fieCe~~ber, r~inainl~c; ther•s ~nti~ 21 ~Gb!··~;ar~; ~G set E raeM rscord fer ~unse~utl~;e day~ en '(~~l<es \tat~ol1 Di~l·ins t:his period~ the Sqtaad;·~~,~~ flew 
.:. ·J ;1 c~c;r2nt~G~d Jl-:.~.:;::; hr;~Jl'';:; :i .. n '917 combat, .-SOf't.i.:r?::s-· \"'iEJi;' J'~b~?~ !ll2l''k0d tf'l0 ar; v~~r·~;~r·y r3f C1Ui'' fourth year bf ~ll'Of: atio~ i!j~rily i~ ~!1(~ c0~il3at area·, without an o~a~~~ or2al .:;c:~;·i\~-:~::"._·;:~) ;:.1 :~:ri: .. ~··:;,_:,d '_._;h:~:::h ~,;::;;~ ,;·ia'·Je flo~:Jn ·:JV1:::lr ~~G,DUt~ l·iCUf'~e a~d ~~8~$! bOOfl Ca 0 ;~i8~ ~endingsa This is a re~o;~d u~1 G·qu.::.Jl}c:_~d L"l>j ~/::/ ot;~f.;l~,~:J'fi).;,)nD~. squaclr•on ~3r:d L€~;"t~::~in~~> ~.~·n\/iec; by all cf them" OfficiaJ r~ecognition of this psrfcrn1ance 



CC'l~::;:;;c}.~tJ.v~~ (;·(~.~~··i·· •!· f'JiJv;.:,J. {!p;arations St~fGLy ~~~·.Jar··:j c:1t c:.:~t-r2-·· 
m·\'n:;~~~s on th<.~ Nfl.S t"i r··c-1.\!1-3f' ;:::.c-n--.::~.d'-'! gr'Jund short 1y ~ft~~r' r·c:r·· 
turrting to Sar1 Diego irl June l9b8~ 

;~ ft::.:!r' ';!'."ijCI~/ins thr:::i~·"' fir·st Chi""ist.mas at l1c:ne :!.n four 
~e2:~s~ tt1e BLACK LIONS departed San Diego aboDrd IJSS KITTY 
HAI~K fer thei~ fourth ~or!secutive deployment in the Gulf of 
t'o!~kin~ Despite the cessation of bombing in No~th Vietnam 
Vf·2l3 ~aintained a high te!ftpo of fli~ht operatioj1S both 
i7l the Gt~lf of Tonkin anti t~12 ~~ellow Sea~ flying 1897 sor·ti~~ 
i''~-'l'' :~;·;;::.:J YT:i t. hou;··:s und e~sp.c~:nding ne;r'ly lO;JD tO!.t:::t e;··dnr.Jn(:r~~-

i?f~·t.L::· ... n:L~J9. to CrJr;dUS in s~~!ptemb~~f· }_r.~b"~; ·1 the EF .. A([( LI0f-.r·:; 
b0~ i1 th0ir~ transitior1 to ~l1e F~J~ a more powerful and 
·;·:::-:·; ~·_::::ticc:~·;:t:.~d \n:~r·sion o~-· the PHAJ.!TON II.~ /~ftr~r- cumpJr,tj_nq 
:I~C,r;tl'"',s c;f ~~r'dUOU!S t:~-·E:;:j_ninq in a!.I phases _of r-·~··l_\ FJviri~J-, .. 
');.:·~-,f~}_:-3 c·-·---:~::! ~1;;'-:.Jin move-.:.cl ahcar•d the USS: !·~ITT-.{ Hf.\tJ~<. I)'l 

~~~~~~~~ j~~~~Y~=~t 3~~P1~~~ris~~~h:!~~ ~=r:r~~!~ !~~e~no~~~~n 0 th0 cr~t!lsa, l~he s~t!ad,~o~l flew hL!ndrsds of missions against 
,:-: ~-:o rhi nh 'i\ .. ·.:d.l i~-·: L.::los" Th-8 BL,~,C!( LJ:i}hlS t:~Iso suppcr··t·" 
.. :.:t.~ th::::.: Sr.;~.;th V7Aetnrjmss~B thr't:st into Laos and par-·tJ.cipater~ 
in ::.;:;.;V{2~-·-f::~J pr·otc~ct:;_Vi2 ;r.t::~action strikes int_o Nor~th \Jietnar-;-~. 
fc•v· ~t~ efforts·, ttt2 ~quadran was awarded the N2vy Unit 
(ii~2tj_,Jn and, fc~~~ it~ atJtsta11ding safety record·: lt was 
J~~i:r·dAd its fourtl1 {hief of Naval Operations Safety Award 

i''£~~tt-;e-tni ng co ~:oNUS<> 

f\(tt.~r· .:.1 s:hot't and h':2ctic tur·ni.:1!''0lAnd, the~ ~;:,qua.d;"o 1·1 
Q&0:~ agai.r1 ir; tiSS ~IT1'Y HAWK on february 17~ 1972 in 
5~1 ppot~t 0f ~J~ S~ withdr~iJ6l~ During the deploy1ne11t the (~ 

ONS cor,tin~~~~d to set t~2cor·cts~ The squadron's 0ircrG0!s 
'I }(:1:.! O'·.iC:t f~ lUG mis·::3j, ~)!1~:: ,~ind clr·oppt:;d ovc~r· l(,:l]Q ton:-:.~ c~.- Dr"' 
;jn2~·1cs th S8\l8n air·crewm~n accU!DIJlating mars that 300 

~s::~.7.rlns :;;.;o;·:c;·1, t:~_[;-··L!f'.~?t the: (~(~:-::l~;yrr~ent t.he Elf~-\ (K L.>.t:·r.!S ~:~~1.-'~i';; 
~pent a ~~ecor£1 L83 d2y~ c~ the llns· 

~·i·~2 y2ar o~ l9·;;3 gave VF~213 a well-~deservGd long tt~r1·' 
. .:;(· u~:c.~ a:·";::-;; t;·'·X~.n\n~I ~.:~:·r::I.s: In /\f..;.r·i.J.-: after" a ?·au:"" rt!i'.Jr··d:h 
ACE. 5:1~~ ~quadrori trad8d thei~' 1;we,leve eir~~s~~ft t~J 
\lf.:-~<i.~·::; n :'"':i1 ti_.wn ~~Cll" t:~Js:.\_~.;Q ~)'T';3.S equip~)8d r.~:i;'•c:;··-r;;~:· :~~, t ~·u~" 

ck1 ·;;,·~ 
r:'.~Ji:J·(. -':·c;~J~Ji:r~.1 t:y r~nld \Jf;!t"'~;;.~;t.11itv avr.::iJ.CJbl!':":~ :tn r=---,.~, 
NGv r- ~~i~ ~3 ~2dwc2d its inventory to teri ~i~·-~r~:f~ r~ 
~~~ •':. r:.: (·;::"'r: .;·1r1c ,•;\ t:<i -~~h t.l·: (;: :·.•~.::'A <V c.a t''f' i G r· (:0~<:'. 1~2\;"J·l. r'E:qu :'. ~-· ;.:; 'il.tC :·; \::.::1 
::Jn<·~ -_;(·)r~:i.c, r~1t:>c~:lr'd iJ~:s: 
c-!:~~~·~~- ,,·,h t~i~::~·::Tpf.~(' c:i'Ll".~~s(::-::~ 
r,:: }. ;_.',i), 'I '--:- :./ t,. ,i " l l c' ; ~-' d~] :i. -~ 

KI'l'1'V H~~6K far Lhe 3LACK f-~ONS 
i<:lsih~i.i~zht.s :.:.~ur·iu·g thE~ c.:~· ... L.i~::.c.- :~"n 
;-: ~li:·,epol::~r d::.~mons~~r.::~t5.o~·; ~~~ .. -.~;:··:;., 



s p E: r1 c ,- ~ ~~ ~.:: -";~ ~~ ~ i~ i ~ ,. ~;~~e ;;_ ~ ~;"~ ~ ~-~ ~ ~ r.l ;:·_ ~·: n ~: u ~; ~r 0 !~ ;..:~ ~ .: ; 1; c;~ ~~ ;~ ~ ~; ~; ;::; y ;1~~~ ;.; :[_~<:: onboar'd US.S {!,i~Ei·~JCA ·f(Vl-:.··bh} in sv.pport of the !\l/J,.T'i} ~.:onduct.c~d e~ercise Nart~iern i·ier·gBr~ RQ1;urning to Mir'DmD;~ ir1 October of 197q., ths \3L.~CK LI;J\~)~-:. L):::;qan a r•igor~ol_\'~' r-;;'-"''fev·= pr•"'l'i·h "i·llj··n·-· arour~d ar1d training cycle i~ pr·~pa;·~tio~--f~~~~~~e;;··~in~~ ~0piO\I·· ~tent to WESTPAC onboaf~t! the USS KITTY HAWK {CV-·63J·G l~rol~ f1ay until Dscember 1975, Vf~213 conducted flight o~teJ~0ti0!1S in support of e~ercises ir1 the South China Sea at·~d the See cf Japa11- New back ?t Mira~clr, the BLACK LIONS are enthusiast5.~ cally begin11ing theit~ tr211sition to tl1e f·~l4 1'0MCATa 

.. 



:_;: 

1'he b8gir1r1ing of calend~r-· ~ear 1975 found VF-213 pt'eparing 
for· j_i:s upc0R1ir1g CAROUAL refres!1er trair1ing onboerd JSS 
~tTTY ~tAWK iCV-63} off the coast of San Diegoc This 
l.'··~·i!;",t:;;~<-~J"'J'.;l:'(-; -·,··--•.:·:.~r~,.;,l""W ·~pr"itJr:f!'l•""l fli'r~r'J"''1H fJ~t;)ld c~·,,..,M,;p~·· ! c:l<'"'st•1·]j~",'-" ,\,;,.,,_,~----.,;~" .-io..·~-·'&.•·.~ ···---c--ot.. .• ~··· ..... ~ u .. ~.w ·~- -=~ 1-::. •• v t_<.~- ... o.,.l~ Pr&ctice {FCLP} sessions to prep5re all of the air~rews fa~ 

i?'' wpcornir~g ca~~rier·· work~ During 12-1~ January the 
a~r~rews of Vf·~2ld cGmpleted both day and night carrier· 
;··E: fP8Shef' J-:.1·~-~tLl.nq:..'l-" 11-Hf' 5J'tq the T'tHill?.l inder of ,Jf;~nUiH'~V Vf:·--21 :i continued tts vi~Dl"ous ACM.syllabus, utilizing both-o\P8r·­
~~ter· areas 0~d t~~e ~ir Combat Manwv9ring Range ·[ACMR} ~·~8a~' 
·fu~a, Arizcn0a Ir! addition~ niaht time air intGrC8DL dl1d - . in~trw;nent D!issiorts Here flown to keep all 0irct~ews 
pr~c ::: :Lr:: it; nt ·~ 

~ebr·ua~~y beqan with two ai~~crews participating in the {N'' 
r~1'~J ':t w:H=.1Va Ids;a~" at ~J~::11.is t\F8~ (ontinMi:ng t~he:ly· 11~cn 
tr·31 nine~ ~·ro~~3;-'2l:Sh tb1~ B ;t.tAC:}~ Lions f letd i1ga irts t the F .... ,f:.1 .• .... ; "" 
f.;-·~-s.1 T·<:-3rS·~ J\~--t~ and 't:fx-=4 dif'Cf'aft., In add.:i.tic:it"'h the (.:'i.Lau:~!< 
Lions introduced themselves in aerial combat aq~inst the 
~~~~-·)?.;. 'f~'H1C/l.1'<> i·-n.i.:hilBY t~1rou~ah the month .. compc~tit~ir,_rGf ~~-~er···· 
cises wet~G be~un ir' the ACM arena~ Hight time air int·!rcept 
~;issions ':ontinued thrcubtJout the month to prspar·~ aircr'ews 
'?'off~ -~-1p-t:-nE\ing c'~mpeti.t:i'·/e e:.!~rcisen;:;. ic.:·ina1tB.y~ th.s r;:nd ~Jf thE: 
m.-;>P.'~;h f Dt!nd yF·-~---213 ai~~-~r·et·Js .-snd .:n,~in't.~nZt!C{.~ pe&·"":;cnt;;;;.:.~ p~·~~3"''. 
p~.i1-1n~~ fot"' t~'~e:tr-o t!P<'C.:om:'~i'1~:l cnn'!.l:an'lGJ.On·~-5. ~3eapons ·c.f•f:Jin:;..n~J an~ 

fi~:Lf1nt.;:;y in~:;p~!C'?.::it'.~~n {CWTPI}" 

f·lA RCH ·--·-
f~j~ ;~ont~i af March ~as busy indeed, as the squadron~s 
·;J;:~~~~::: ·:fcti:snt t:r.1 hit=~ i-3~\{. \:-:~·<.:1pt S!V~i"' l'::J,:)ss-r·~, i?tt:l:'':i.n~~ ~'::;.f"':G: 1: i~·~i:~:. 
~wG Haeks of t~;~ month the air~crews and m~inten6r~~e p~fr'~· 
so~-~nel ~ompleted CW¥PI end bo~an their Integ~·~tsd 

~~:P:~~s~~~~2~\~~~~~:~l~!W~~~;ie!"o~ 0~~=c~~~~awt!~et~~h~~sR, 
tests o;-~m&d on th~se sys~~rnsa ·;·hs~ugt?~M~ 
8}Ac!z Liens fl~w ACM and AIC competiti~m 

;,~J<<'-'~·-~:.:,_.$:.r;;;.}·.·, ~i.ta i-n~3 .-~u;;~};.S ~-~f~if,:k\ iz-'l~:l~~t1f~d )}t J~ncl:~.t'i:':iurJ:i~ 
S:~~G· ~D~~~ )r.~~,J~ tu ~l~Cf'0Wrna~ for thelr p8rfo~ru~rtCG~ 
,-21~:d c.< ·;:~h:~:_· :·:n;r.;·~·f".h :~~;r,_~:.,,:ad:"on :;:·,-~1·;"~0:? ·S£;r~~in 
:~~:~::~~1-' St~:::.;·_::.:<,-~J-i'.i!'~; :t.n. t].~:'Wl: ·{GV' -:-;:;hr.·<~EZQ i,,_;~;~;:~J<:.~} ·::i"; -!':~-~:.,-,, 



:\ 

:.~r:~>r·i~1• bC:~~;~an tr!.·J..Ch Gn-~:~ klt-12!~- of intensive fi:LP traininc1 -~:t r~l~S:; 

~~~3 ~~~~1 ~Ab!K~~~~~j~~~rc~~s~h:fm~~~hD~=~os~~~~B~~n~ 8~ 0 ~0~~:t';~ 
~~_:q~,.k~dr·nn ·,-s !..'. ":~_m).ti:.) c1r.:~p1t1ymente Durins;; t~H?. Wr:~~apon:;s T""_dS_<"d.F-:; 
E;<t:~r·<';~5.s::;; {l.OE /} Qnd -"~pEH't~~:ional Readinf!ss [;-;:amincl1:~JHl 
[OR[~ t}nboard · ~I11,f HAWK the Slack Lions fle~~ boi;i1 dav 
and nigi·!t~ crr\i~L~-ing over 150 day and SD nig~lt arrmsted ·· 
::_and~~~·~;:~)~.,~.-.:',:~~--,~· .. ::

1
) -~-;:;; --,-~~1~~!~ inc;~~~~ed -ia:~r·i:-~ ~;J~~lj~:~-:~: ... ;~:.!~·-

~;-~.,:..: ~')I,~;::',;·.<·.; .... :. .:-:;-. c; •• t1 CDm.u._}?., .oi<4pn.a ~.,;:.~ .u .. L ;£..;.::.',~0! s_. --;~S.CJ 
l~vs rnissil2 fi~ exercises~ Tht~o~~hout the at sea p~r~od 
~;~~·1·<·:; B ck L}.f_,,-~,_s dl:'·mo~ ... l~~t{--·~ltt.?.d thf::::i~"" readines~3 and e:<~:~21~~.c:n~=~~ 

:'': ("''<f) ·r t. 'I 

;-J n ;:~! D 'h.!i n·~: ~ c:\ 

!1~~~ i>". .. ; . . / _>{ ., .. 

irJ !1B~·l fot"' ·;dh:B).;;;_.. _;:t.:;:st 'i;t_~i''nar':..('. r~:'j 
o:}i:'ll2f'!'t;·, the S:t;_{q:~£-:· __ Lii:(~i!:~ -f~tt";~IA Job J~:~l.: 

mls:si ons.. ~t :~;!~t,·--(~:f?:-¥{_,P~~! i~:~:G~ ___ . , .. ·.-
-ca,_--::.1~-t.:-s_ -.",.l'_t !~_,;~ .... .). ,,,pe~·J,~: ... s 

,, i~~~~'"·~~·2 ~:!:::~!~~,;;i~i"';i::~~~~,:~~;"''! ~,,, :~:·:,,d 
'>n £!! na_y.,. :l"l"--·-~l,j i:iGp.:~oY/~!2 b:! ·;)~_::~ 

'""'•"'''''r·d uSS !(I'i'TV t·-L~t:Jt<.~_ .· f:DJ:1.oNin:1 t_hs::_ ~¥·: 

j'; .· . 

EH.:~~:[z. l;ion~ .~o.nf!~~~-'~:::_·?. r:~;;,re 
':.~(rG HaHa 11a 1'). _()_ i·~_-,.~ ~~;}::.. f~.· .• , 

' .: 1 . ! ' :! 

i . . 

i'~~~;\~~'JJ~~?~ ~~e :;~~;·~~\,,;';;'~"'~: f'<:'"~a~/"':~~;~: t 1 
't>;·.:~ns it t'lne BXe:~-k 1 .. ::~.(:~3·::· ~:tzt.:t,:~on 

':~:·:~;~~:n,~·,·t".t:-1d a i~U$S~"~:ln B~~~l,_ --r·e!f:.--nnna:5.::~sa-:n-:::c:.~ s·~ 
'.':1\:L:~ :L~} tJx~ wS:S Kt~ .. ·-c~---y ~-]AlJ!r.:_, "?hiil ·f:·::r•.nn:;.~;:~.·-;: 

;~- ·:,,"' f:~~:~~~;;0 ~~~;;·!~rQ~:~t:t;~~:~:=:~~;~ ;:co~·~·~'::~~:··:;. 
?e~ ~ere spent on ~i~po~t f~ish~~ 0p~~etit~~~-~ 
L<:·-~::'f.i.i;~'- :_;.: 3~ ~-- t\ge-':-:?'l r"-'-'~ Phr:Jnt·;:,:~·m:?~ ~'-'2~'-·.s-1 ~j~;.;_,j_:"~f~~~;i ~--:;::_;:;-· 

:·..-;·· ·:;~l_;.::;,;;~.:\-.:i·~;:)T' ~oen ~>fr~·0-t~ 

i:f Julv the Slscf~ lions .spe~t t~~ 
\~n(~ pGr;.r~j~ in the S~uth China Saa OPAl~£& 

" !)C\' i:! 'f '! f i i' ~;,:~:~1 p~:'t~a~~ .& ~~~ ~ i~:\.)~: ;~,;~;:,;,.0! p~i\C' ; 'c" 

~:·;."'t Q·'bj.f;'l\,.' ~2t 'S:~1-':1ft' I~{_[~O~i.-~.~~~'1::-: '>- Th::.·, 
.;;;..?,:;<::.<r' : .. :. ~::!:'_,_.:;~.i· ... pr.~r~in~~ -a i~rt:t·:~~1:J~; J:\ 

'~~0 ~CM ~eMaining w~s 2 



t-l 

,,.--- . 
•" ;.• ~ '' ~.o" '',e ·:_~;·';\r:;-~ 1·.njs and al1 ~--·· ··.·· .. --· ' . '~-' ~)er~.ods, kepl. ai~··pl0n2s 

e11 USS KiTTY HAblK~ 
up while s~1uff!ing men ~n~1 materia~ 
docked at Alava P~.e~, ar1d NAS Cubi 

!JL.. T r.-;;:,~c~;;::.llt:'H•: .. :G disr.<L~yGd chH""in1~ thti_s:~~! mt7Jintenance $.~f t'·q'~s 
1,r~s 0r0atly 2flpr'0c~atsd by all aircre~!~o 

Aftaf· fl~:i lrtport the first week of August, Vfm•213 depaf•tsd 
~; ·'·1 ::·· .. ::~(?d ccF~cL:::·:·tc~d ~:::i~-· op;,;;;r·,S!titJ.·ns while. e:rfr·o·ute ·~·.::- ~-lon~J {:_:en~}·· 

D (·:-:: :-.,:•.OE:'; r·';;-:-·~·;ur·n~;;d to sr::~~ l:cr~ t._w.o .~it==,ei\s of cpr:H~.t~tir~n:; 
'.;~_,_!,'·-~-...' :·,:; ·lc __ \:;,:-~~:· ...... -. ·t~!-11"·1n~1 -c·~1·ic~ ~,,.,., ... tQ•·f·vl-~:-.,.,,--:q':j, ,~,·1·:·~:-:;'1 !,:-; '' -- -- ~ -•-• ~· • •-·~- w~·.-:.. V ,~'l,.:;! ,,~<;<;; .,.. .,... l., • ~·.,-~' ;;,!~.·-''''~) "·'-1. 

Cr3t''i.·· ::.s.~~- U-~~-.~ ·- V~:r.~ .. t par·tir::ipat.ed- -~in Ji!r:adie:•; be, a 
m2jo~· w~r at sea e~:8~cismo During Re~diex 1··76~ VFG·21J eas nr: ~l 24 ~;our alei~t ~5 postur$~ In addition ta Comb~t 
-~ '1;:,·",:-•.···r~i. c~l-''t'>~-::-.-:~: .c·li'~Z,i!~-., ,..j~~1v "'~L!~>'•ito":1 ":"! -;-~~-1·('·• ~.,.e,..,~,-t~-i. ;·h~~~ '--i d 1 "'""'-1' -..~ ... ~ !-, '"·~~..: ... ! __ , '"''"'~' u: ... ~,}' ,'""',e .... ~.~'!:.- ~--:. ,;) ,.J 1;_, ·-:·· "'._.<..:_ .''' Liens intercepted Bnd s1mu!a~ea des~ruc~l-on of ~nbourEo 
;~~e;~~Jse aircrafi: simulating enemy fightePs and bombe~s~ 

1ni~ to NitS -~_:t-lb5. Pi,:>. G:i:H"··lV in S:epi;embet·· thfJ ~.1,-;,,:.;c.k L3.c.n;,; 
f\~2:\:} both !4'::n and -:~:i.;'" to g~"lound mi~:;sions ch;~"ing theit-" ti:Ju 

i~port 3tay? Ti1rn following two weeks were spent at 
s«-~ oper·0ting ir1 the South China Sea OPAREA~ Again~ the 

:'i":1 'l:h·~; ~~~5.:'3:SiC·l;2 ·:: ~.O',tn t:JE~r-e .3.t.~~ in~·.srcept:;;:;~. l-ltilizin;:J shipf:tG:;·~;--·~t~ 
.:c~tt-ol tn ~etlne pr~acedures to ba used in ~he upcoming 
(;;t .;ap.c~n .Dp;::::--'ati.r:)nS ~ 

O(Y''~SER 
~"C-~r.~~......-..-...~-·-

=r~~s 1 s~ we~t~ n~ October ~as spe11t inport $ubi~ B~ye D~Jrir~, 
:\~_:, ::H?.(~!,-~ thr:·: ;;;3 f~ir·c:~~·.:~·ift ~~~r·e f·~epi~ abc1"',J"f>l z;l·Yip -;::;o 

2 :~. mD ·[.<:;:t}£·1~·:-~.~:c~ to p~·,r-~e:-H··e ·-~.he.; eJ i r·\~;·"a f t; for~ t~·~; (~ ;·ol ~ .. r.:q 
S~;:rF:-1 ;:::-1/ -~:~·, .:~pc:Jr'2-~r.~tc&n:so F'o1.1cffit·Jin~3 thi$ lnpc~r·t :.::t,,_:::.; Z:.!~f;'i [:}}a;(:}{. 
;_io;r~.'t: ~~:pGn."Jf,·, a ~;;~;~t~:\ t;;f l::~it;;)~\-~ e;~par•ts;tion;".; ;?.nr·-ot_.:te;;; ~:,-;~;, 'Vei:;.~;;s~,~!/.,.::j··:. 
·J-? .. p~):·) ,, At-:-" t--~~-~,·· -ii- s"P~.~~y in Yt.3i4;;PJ$t~!-.;a tll~~ B 1 i:.i<:~r. L i·:·)n ;!,: 'i: t_~ -;· t.: 

~~r: ~;;:;r::l! -~:.hs 5;~:r; of :J.~l,PCE1o lh.w·ir~~~ i~i~1T! ~~.~··.;:;;ns,:U::; nf 
cf J~pa5~ t~)e Bl~ck Lio~1s succ~ssfully i 

1~:f(·,:f :2~.;.~:~:(' r·tr:~<i rJ ·:;(-;;;'' l:~ do 2~~n Rl! ~-ss ian 82dg8t' ai f'(·_~,c.·, ~· t, ·'- :·-, .-' 

.,_. P'f';'~:~~.h~V'inft ·fcx" tJ-:;~~f.f,c·· 1.::~;.:~·~:-
S>·:; &l ') P tH?E .~ o F f!~ .tl C.H:l 5. n ~~ 

Gn(! t;·t·~~2 days inport~ th~ B!ac~ l 
<~~~{:.us. -~~~J()~:s;r·cg uss r<T"TTV H.J~iJJ~< 

.1~ :-,: • ., 

,•''" 



followii10 tt1e fly~in to NAS Miramar on 14 Decettber and the 
subseqlier~t ar~rival of all personnel the next clay, Vf=213 
coMp)e1:ed ths tra11sfer of all of its Phantoms to VNFA~l22 
•··· :n ).)cr»-r···•" ··">·0~ •·'•:i.c'1 'll BLACK LTM~ l~<>r·····,·1ne' s~····rt u .:.!' • ...: ~- ::: .... ,_ 5j' ~- ~': \ ·; c, l ':' • • ,.l;l '. ..~! 0. . ~- • .. ' • ~~ : ... ~ :;;, ·!.- : ' • .i, ... t··· 1:1 ~ . ' a 1a~ous hG11dav sGasor1 w1th che1r ram1l1es- TJ1e year 
( .. -,':: . ..-.;:.,d ,,','·! .... ,,;p ... ~J'3 '<oocl'··.:,~..,. ·Fo~"''·""'r'•"l t·o 't~ ''."',"C"•'."•'I1'1'!':' t-""',::J",·.·.-~ .. '.:_-·· ..• '.t.•,:.'!.;:;:\i,_ .:__ .•. t.11 ~ • l--'· •••.#' ~ ... ' •. 1'::J • • '"'Jt..."l " .• ~'- ...> ... oV -"'' ::1 ~I ~• --. 

tio~ to the f-l~A 1'0NCATo 

Total Hot!rs flown: 
c1,:~~!~ 

ni9ht~ 

2. CVA landings: 
}Jay; ·tri9 
~~:~. ght .<.: 225 
'H'ot..~t:~:; J0£~-4 

2lJl15ob 
l8bli ·l 
.S41".5 

3 Air·craft Accidents: NONE 

'l'he BlftACK LIONS of VF-213 ware involved in a ?lUnlbel'' of 
notable ~cht2vemmnts atld contributions du~inq calsnd~r vcar 

.::~ \!':~r::.J·· i:l,:::r·I.~)I'J ~~-J~ t·h ~-Yi" sn'.I':Of"1Y'O"I CC'I''C~I"Ul. ""'-C< 1·;-<--: .. "-• .f(,,.. .· .. ~;._',<'"'' ,1,.. '"''' b, "- ""i~'t:l~,ll t , J I "" t 1•;$ •~ ~, • .j. 

~~~.gorous ACPl ai1d A!C twr·naround training programs· The 
squBdronus ACM tr·gining program included flights against the 
F~l4-~ F-8-z fp·5, A---•~, TA=4, and the T-38 aircraft. In~ludsd 
_;'1-r.r•:-~··-¢'' ··~h-',l r,..,:··~t·~i·;~f4-·:~ •J\7 -~fl'!' ~-~i.:::s·•ot'S flo•·•)"': ;,1,~"'~(.1 :rno·,t-•'Jl"~.,-,~-;-.::;,1·.-,~~---"''··1·;:! l.- •• 1"' ,;~;.A ••.•••••.• ---.,;, __ •• -·~ -~ ···--·~ ~. t • ~ 1 '"' ~i ,._ \,.~,""l'~ •, -'<•·-" r:, .. ..;_.,:r 
f~;.r·tv m:l .. ssion~~ co-nfi~_-\~.:-~~·!.~rJ on the Air Combat ?ianuaver~~.n.c.: Ranrqt~ 
{ACM~} ~2s~~ Yuma, Ari%orla~ In febrlJary, two airci~ews-partici~· 
pated i~1 ths CNO "l~~ve Idea" project at Nellis Af8~ 

Dur:i.ng ;::-;;:.:br'uc~r~y and flar·ch .. ACN and ATC competit).·VE~ 
G~e~~cis2s rs:~ult~d in a total of 71 battle efficie11cy s~s 

;~~\ ~;~,;! "' ~~ ~;d ~~~~ 1 ~ o t ;; ;,;A~~ t ~;:: ~~ ~ i/~ ::~~'oJ:~~~~~t" e;:.~~ G~~: t ";; ;_ ~: ~:;~~y·,,., 
efforts of tf1e E~~ints11ance personnel in providing th~ 
~·~ec2ssar·y ready 0irc~~ft. March also saw VF-213 succGss-· 

lly co1wpleting ~.ts C~TPI and IWSR with above average 
~--'{·~::;.ult:.s" ~\jotabJr~~ d•_,n•) .. ng t;h~:a Itd~:R ~1as the;: fact U·J~.:Jt; \JF213 
td.:--;]:_:; l.~i"-H.~ Y!.r-··st fi.'Cu.~.:t s:q1-..s0.d;'"'on to flight. test t.h8 ~··'.Q\•.J'i::::it 
DECM syste~:~ 1'118Se f'llsht tests wera completed or! t~1s 

·r~te !J!djority of tt1~ mont;h of hp0il wa_~ spsnt at saa-~ 
t:~c::·;civc ti~ ~-~!:J t;··;c~ ~1~E!:.:· T'f~j\ EX and Of~t.:_: enbt>CH"d US~ l:.ITTY Hi\U.:~: ::­
In e0clitic~ ~-n s~tAedr·on and the rest of Cat·r•ier r' 
~~i'lS Fl ~N ~e~ns av~~t!atad on all sspect~ of ~t1ipbo~~d 
cpl::er'~~:::~inn::~;-1 rlut·ing i/ihic:h Vf~·2l3 l!:flS gr£~~ded c:. claSG1 :.:~B~::o/-i:Gi 
amG~-:s seue?n T/::Ct~I::-;; .<::~q~tad:·~nn~:;-,, Lht::! ~:;quadr·on at~cl:lt:iori.::;J.J.\;-' 
pG('fer~sd ar~ Alf!-~~~ eval~ation for \IX-4c 'fhis 8VSluat~~r; 
.,_.,,~::. :...;;_,,<::,:,j ~~:,·i· :~fp,;,·-; \:.or:!l;:~o:JttJhiJity ar;d se.~?.ker ht:~.:id :~-~(:<t;;:~cti~·.n 



e,h(~'.(,;~.; in a w::!i tion to ;::,H''{t''clme tasting i 11 the ce!i'!·· :i.e<" .en··· 
~::i.r·on ment • ,'\r::;pr·n:d.mateJ. y tl<l!':!nt.y five SOI"ties !:!~~re fJO kJn 
I n th is evaluation. 

lh?P J..'.)yi ng tQ ltln: 'IPf.!( in ff.ay onboard us~~ ~<!.TT Y HAWi<·l 
the BLACK LIONS are justifiab ly proud of their ma ny 
accomp lishmen ts and co nsi stently outstanding perfoRmance 
exhi bited duri ng thB cruise. These accompl ishments can 
best be pr(i!SG!ri ted :~n the BL1~CK LIONS avera 11 contr· i!:n.:ti ons 
to th(:>: succt:!ss of tJtf:; READ.tf:){ • .:md Sr..,:..a of ~:apan ope!~at. :i.on:s. 
JHJ.I"'i ng f~£!J.Dn~:s1 Vf· · 2J.3 ·~ a1c.ng c • .Jith her sister' fi gh ter 
s~'-'ladron-. !:.ieS t~skect ;\lith f leat air def ensC? ciLlY'i-nr?. a Wa!~ 
at Saa $CP-ii<:l r io ~ 'fhr OUfjhou t the exer·cise vr:=2J.:1 .success ·~ 
full y comple ted all assignad intercepts, s i mulat i ng ~astrw~tion 
of aLl. bog~!' airc::l~· aft. D1.11"ing th e Sea of Jat:.'"~" oper·at, j_,"Jn:~ 
VF¥-·213 agai n exercised aU personnel dud.n,g at'ound the t: Jock 
c.:.ler·t operat:i. ons. T!ir·ough the professionalism of evc:~rv 
man invo~ved~ VF-213 successfully i ntercepted a nd escorted 
every Russi an aircraft to which they wer~ assigned, d espit~ 
th~ s ometimes 0tiye~s~ c onditi ons of heavy ~~as , ~o ld weather , 
r aln and low VlSlhlllty. 

The sq::lc:~clnm is ~~sped. ally p•··oucl of t'he fac ~~ ti1.-:2t ~~verv 
1n~n tha t served in t he squadron during the deployment r~~ · 
~~urr, ed h ornr;;: Si:1fe~:. y . As a shinin~J exarnp le of the profes -­
s$.onalism tl'l~t made this pcssibl e·~ VF··213 ~'Ja s i'·anks~d flr•s.t 
in cvw~ll 12nding grades for the entire daplovmen t, with 
,.., .. ,., .., r·1 <:•7?"u"l1·· -1 .:::,!·;··] · ; "' ' (: - :-.r..l'ing p rr:><:""n·t """' s..i;r.,~ t:o1 ·ton ''0'1 1-' '-.· 1-.• H ~ . , . ...., ..... ~.\•_ , ,; , ..._~ .t..· 1,,.~ l t.f \.V 'N~.- .. --c= ..-..:~7 'l... h;;: ..,;, ,._{.,._ . i (") t. \·:, 
AwaPd for the best individual lan~ing grades duri ng th e 
~~nt.ire :: r· ld. £'~'~ i h5. s ::'iCCDmpJ.i shm,;:;nt wa s p.-:;ssi ble t!:r·1) ~J9h 
t he dsdicat~d e fforts of well tra ined s ircrews fl vino ~e ll .,; ..,, maintaine d aircraft. 

<fhr·ct,lgh <.H~ !; t.he t.ur·n~r'OW"ld and cruise·· IJF--21 3 pcw ·~-;id.··· 
pat~d in a number of tu~c essful missile s~oots , d Lwi ng 
which th irteen AXM-7 and sixtsan AIB-9 mis3ilas were fi r ed . 
Of thsss, s~vsn ~IM-? and f ifteen AIM-9 firings resulted 
in ;·1its-, 111:!.Lh ~i-, ght a\:t~.~~l!~-t dest roying Bc::?H t.:w~!2 tS· ~~~t:d. n·: 
thr~:\ic:;: svcc;;~r;;s;~~s l.;J.2i''e d :l.~";cct:ty attr:i. bt.stsa bJ. G: to ~ts-~.u mai..n-­
tai~ed wea~ ons s v~t~ms and e~pertly flown aircra f t. 

f i n,~ U. v \Jt~23. :! i:i p:'Ob~tl of t he f act ·t hai; th<~ Ot.h~hout 
',·· • . h :·:, · ;~> ,..~ "V;~ .. , <·h ·) •··• l"! ::~r.:> •" r.· f.lil'!{,· .... f ·~ "' "' f 'i ,....,., 1; t: f' ·~·' t:t ':"r 'I 1 ::; ; .. r.<d 1 _ } \,.. {.l:., ' ·' Y~ ' t ... .. . .. I "" .~ : ,;; ~ ... ~ . . ... ., ·~ .. ~ 6 \ .. . ,, 4- J .::> v .... ~ fl~ ._ (' - ........ ...:;. • ., .... c,.. 

"A-Q ~nnQl MAT'Q r~-ar• 1 ~~ t ~~ I~Dr ~~i · ~r~i~··~r~q~~ ~~~ ; ............ ~ ' "'" ''•• "'' o.\J •• ""• ;! OJ 'C :,• .(o ~o oo:J "' "'"" .. I... .. . \ • o ...,_,, - .. 'Ill " \ '•'\,:4,::: , ( \r,j, ) ••• t..< ~ tC:.: 
., ,"j ~ : ;'IJ\Y','' •' .. ' ''l'·'•"' ~\•''"1·>. ·~,,~. t· ... , d r,·, ,, ( c, .,, .,.fT T 1\ E' ,l, ll:iiNl r.:p. ,., r f ·-- ~~ '.· b " n't·~t'H ·;~ t:'!\l ....,;>-..;J ' '"' """ ., ~ \ 'r· •·•••• u . Q../I l o.., • ..._, ;.,. .r. -~ ,,. .... ,, • . ,...,) ~ ~ ._, ol""•w\ 'bl'• ..,... • • ~.- .~...,,. ,, ,,-. .. ., 

~~ ~\} (}J Of~'~ a ~·1a r·!f! ~ 

/.;). 1. 5..;1 t?.il.t. -, \'1 '75 pr·ov ed t;o b~::: cl h i~)l'!~. 'if .;:; t~cc<:: :tsft'J. 
:., ~::~·::~ · f!):r , tf'v~ f~fJ~ /~.t ~< t .. :t ·~tr'J:S c.:f v~= ... ·2J.::::~ 

t~~~;·: ::) f:' t.h~~ F' :t 4:J ttt ~4:·"~q l:i t it C~~ LIO~~S fr,~~1 '.~~'5- th ot.~ t a r.h1v:!r;--: 
h~ :::~ .c.i r' .. :~ t: ~4~· !.~~~ !;-- ~. ~~ ~~: t ~~ ~ ·.~ i ~f.r.~S t ·1 ,7; n r-J ~:::= J 1 c:~ 8 ~s ~~ r ... v j .. n c: n. f t t l '3-: 
S'~1~2c): I c~r~ t.c~ t, .. ,(.~rs~~j .. tiun :i .. r~ to tf1e F~·li~~ "f{}~l {:f!. T\. 1·r .. ~ e ~.:1t. P: C~( 
~~It;·!··!~ ~~ i 1.1 a~.-:c~:tr~pii!~.h :~. ·n tl~~ e f --· 1'··~ t·.!hat is ;·n~~! a t~r·t?~;;:~? 
; ... ~ :ist (r;,5.c.al ~ec (;~"cl o.f r=.al'4 t=·HJ~ NT Gfl a c: i·"~ i=~ven\t:.n·:t5. ·, 
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(0MMA NDING OFFICER'S BJ0GRA PHY 
r.-; r·HUtiJD£f~ FRA F~CI:S X. tlEZZilDRI 

{cmmancisr Mezzadri began his Naval career in August 1957 Bs 
a Nnval Auiation C2deta After completing flight training 
in ~uns 1959~ he 0mceived his commis~ion and wa s dasignat~d 
~ Na¥al Aviato~. His f irst tour of duty was with Attack 
Squadron ONE NINETY TW~ {VA-192} at Naval Air St~tion Moffett 
1·!· .; ,:)<.-\ ., ("""·t • ·r·· ·~,, .. , .... ; .. _,~ ·;-, •• ,~1.-.a t"'"l·s to··~ r'"r' c '·' M-"' v ~~i~r1 ·~..·-o .r. • ......._ <!-• ~o. . . .... ,.., -v .~ ··*'.. t ' .:'It T.A ..... ,..,. .r; \ f _< ~I WE , • ' " ._, J . ... j _,. t. 

,J,-~fK! .:! ry 19b3' h~ !I!S.d fo! t t'.!O W;;?.stern Paci:f. .. ic c r·uises abO i~f·(J. us~.; 
BON ?·H>~H"iE: R:U:HA Rli {(VJ\ --31} wi-:ile flyin\J tht~ A·-· ll 1'1Sky1·;.:H·l!::n 
ai.~ .. Cl/\Bfte 

CD£\1in~ rsdef~ f''tr:~~:~ za ·d~"'} .. t s f ir~s·i. shor'1e c.ss i 9 !1fnent ~Ja.h~ ::::1 t t)· ·~ r..: f'!;{a HQ :~ 
Missils Center~ Point Mugu , (a l iforni•,*where~ as e p~0ject 
n~1Q~- ~Q ~~~~ ~ {r ~ "~·~ ri ~- th~ a'~ep~~"~ ~ ~Qs• f~winR ~~·1~~~ \'J .. ~ .:. ~ • .I\:;, fJo l~.s. <•· .. ,~ov-...::.::~i ,r.tt .,,,_ Tw'\.. (,.t;+i f~~-~ J..;t.;.; ~ ... :. 1:. .if, t· f ~~~ ..,,.,;: •, 1~ r,.:.; 

f0 :P; v ~;::! 1 • 1 ., .. ,., n a· :. ,.. -:-· r-·· ··•t"f.J"n·.z 1 •. ,, 1· ss i l"' · L- '! ov~)""' m,., •. , ·:Vi'• ;, ·( -. '· ·')"'. J!~ .. H\:,._J l.o'·•l. ~,.~..,J'-",;' ' ,J,, V. -~ :;-;: ~ \,.:;I V • I .... \;(1 &... .. ··-'./~· '-"•~ (tt'> ~ ot) ._Cjf.,, •., .. t • 

in December 1~63, he was accepted and r eceived ordars to the 
u.s,. ~lcHI~' Fright tc!m::1nstr·ation Team "Blue ·t: ngelsH \u ~··~n,~ h ~-t 
pE<r·fcrm~~~s :i.n ~- t·H::- f<H f t'l'f ige r·n untU. December· l t:lbb" His 
~~~~~ ~~ ·11n~r- ~ t~ 0 ~ ~ ~· •+v ~ i:s t·o f"l"ah•e~ ~A~·~drnr ¥~M~P~· ~ ~r~ • c;. t: .. "~ •. '.I ., .. _J t h t::. ~ b .. , ~ .;. r: .. Q .... v • ... '"' .. "' t.; - • .; ~ . • . ....!\ .~ .0 ... •• :.:...,. 1 • ' 1 l'!: - ~ ~ ~¥~. 

{Vf'· ·f'lb} ~t N~~!,; i.:< !' Ail" S t.t:l'l::,ior: r'liramar·, Californi a.. 8(~tween 
June !967 and ~ul v 1969,~nade two Wester n Pacif ic d&Dlo~me nts 
tc Vietnam abo~~d·U~S ENTER PRI SE {CVAN-65} flying th~ F:~ 
nPhan~~om''• {'''J.:t Io~ri.n~! t-h i s tour he s~r·ved .f..l S an instr·w::.to 5~' 
•::lilot and 'f s ... aining l)ffic~ ¥' in Fighter· Squ~dr·on t)N/: TWt: fJ"!"'{ l)i<!E 
-tV\:' ,· 121 }·; ·;;.ht:: ~ -·t~ i''ep:t,:;;c!'2men t squadr·on .: In tHJgust l 9 't iJ -. he 
r~~eived orde r s t a ~ttend the u.s. Na val Postgraduate 1choal 
at Mcnt~ray, California, wher e he recei~ed h is 8achelor of 
A; · i: ::> ih:19f'~"'~ in .i'lilr·ch 1972 • R~tu rn i ng to .s,~a dt.r(.y., he sef·"?J~d 
as Opar ations Officer fo~ Attack Carrier Air Wi ng FIV£ {CV W-5} 
iapl oyad onboard USS MIDWAY {(VA-ql} from t he beginni ng of 
the 19'?c: \i i~: tna~a ;;·d f r.;:nsiv::l tmtil the cease fil~e in X~173o 1n 
: ,, .,,. ·~ ;;1 ·~,::; ;_,.,-... ..., , .,,..,,,.{."' . ...!to fi ni-1 ~or "'q""" ·~r.--0 .., ,1 .,,~, ''~' '·' 1;-M•>- •v ,·r•r 

!.l .... ~:•'· ~l .:.;. ft if .;.1~ ,~':;" ... ~ li'Z ~.,;\.<1" · \.n:;!~! --;J• l..,l;; ..a ~.t;~ \;-1:; l~ l ~t.:,. l U!r .... l\l l It •--4 · ' h 

{Yf-126} at Navcl l Air Stat ion Mir~Mar, California whe~s h~ 
assumed the duties of Executi ve nfficer, flyi ng the TA4 
"S t~,}~··h3tt~-;; ·::~ ~ 

Crlm~jl(MHier' ~le;v~::H:l ~·,:;. £"·epiJr·t!iJd i·;o Fighter Squadi ... on TtdO 'i"HIR'f t.ni' 
{\'fm~n .. 3} as ::::~~.eoJt ~.'\f !G Wf f:k e~~ in ·.!1.1ly 19"(11 ;ju!'J!~ aftmr t.h~ 
squadron return~d f~om a Wester n PBc if ic d&ployment • 

. ~ n:~::n·· sp.~~::ncliLn~ a !J) {t. S t e r·n ~·esr.:: if ic ter•t.d.se a s Exeo.A~d. \18 Off it::.EH" ., 
~0mmander Mezzad~i became the Commanding Officar of Fighter 
Sq~adron TWO lHJRTEEN fo l low ing ceremon i es held aboar d NAS 
Miramar in De cembe r !97SD 

trf~ f lJt" fe"t\:'}t~ 

<and th~! i ~" tHo 




